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Commissioner for Patents 

This is a Miscellaneous communication to inform applicants that the Requests for Interference discussed on page 2 of the 
Office action, mailed 2/17/04, are being held in abeyance at this time due to awaiting compliance with 37 CFR 41.102 regarding 
completion of examination. An interference proceeding regarding an application is deemed to define a contested case subject to 37 
CFR 4 1 . 1 02 as defined in 37 CFR 4 1 .200, part (a). This fiirther explains the status of the Requests for Interference processing 
commented on in said Office action, mailed 2/17/04. 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technical Center 1600 by facsimile transmission. Papers should be 
faxed to Technical Center 1600 via the Central PTO Fax Center. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notices published 
in the Official Gazette, 1096 0 0 30 (November 15, 1988), 1 156 OG 61 (November 16, 1993), and 1 157 OG 94 (December 28, 
1993)(See 37 CFR § 1.6(d)). The Central PTO Fax Center number is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi*om the examiner should be directed to Ardin 
Marschel, Ph.D., AU 1631 Supervisory Patent Examiner, whose telephone number is (571) 272-0718. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday fi^om 8 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to Legal Instmment Examiner, 
Tina Plunkett, whose telephone number is (571) 272-0549. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained firom the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained fi-om either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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